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CONVENTION OF COMMISSIONERS OF BUREAUS OF 
LABOR STATISTICS. 



The Ninth Annual Convention of the National Association of 
Chiefs and Commissioners of Bureaus of Statistics of Labor was held 
at the Windsor Hotel, Denver, Colorado, beginning Tuesday, May 24, 
President Carroll' D. Wright, of the United States Department of 
Labor, in the chair. An address of welcome in behalf of the State of 
Colorado was delivered by Governor Routt, and Mayor Piatt Rogers 
welcomed the delegates in behalf of the city of Denver. Andrew 
Chalmers, Esq., also spoke in behalf of the Trades and Labor Assem- 
blies of Denver. The roll of the States was then called, the responses 
showing sixteen Bureaus represented by twenty delegates, fifteen of 
whom were Commissioners or Chiefs, and five Secretaries or Chief 
Clerks. 

On Wednesday, the twenty-fifth, the Convention listened to reports 
of current work from the different State bureaus represented in the 
Convention. A condensed summary follows : — 

Massachusetts. Horace G. Wadlin, Chief. The Bureau is at 
present engaged in a comprehensive investigation respecting the popu- 
lation residing in rented tenements in the city of Boston. This will 
cover the number of families residing in hired tenements throughout 
the- city, without restriction as to class ; number of persons per room ; 
full information as to rents and sanitary condition (including details 
as to ventilation, yard room, water-closets, etc.), derived from a house 
to house cauvass of the city conducted by special agents of the Bureau. 
The investigation will also disclose the occupations and nativities of 
the population, and other special data. The results of the investiga- 
tion will be of value in the consideration of the tenement house prob- 
lem, and will accurately portray the concentration of population in 
certain quarters of the city, the effect of immigration upon the growth 
of the city, and will throw much light upon the social condition of 
the tenement house population of a great city. As the investigation 
is exhaustive, the best and worst conditions will be shown. The 
reports will be accompanied by maps. 

Pennsylvania. Albert S. Bolles, Chief. The current work of 
the Department covers three topics : 1. Employers' liability for 
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injuries to their employes. 2. Strikes. 3. Commerce and ship-build- 
ing on the Delaware from the earliest times to the present. With 
regard to the first topic the report will present a digest of all judicial 
decisions on the subject rendered in Pennsylvania from the earliest 
recorded, about 300 in number, and a resume of legislation respecting 
employers' liability in the United States and foreign countries, with 
a draft of a bill to be presented to the legislature of Pennsylvania. 
The subject of Strikes will be treated statistically, with full details of 
the strike among the miners last May, one of the most serious disturb- 
ances that has ever taken place in Pennsylvania. The third subject 
mentioned will embody a historical account of the rise and growth of 
one of the great industries of the State. 

Connecticut. Samuel M. Hotchkiss, Commissioner. The forth- 
coming report will present statistics of manufactures in Connecticut 
upon the plan followed by the Department for several consecutive 
years, continued for the purpose of comparison. The report will also 
contain the results of an exhaustive study of the Fraternal and 
Mutual Benefit Societies of Connecticut, or doing business there, the 
object of these societies being to guard their members against the con- 
tingencies of accident or death by paying sick or funeral benefits, or life 
insurance. The investigation of this subject was conducted by mail, 
supplemented by the work of special agents, using carefully prepared 
schedules of inquiries. The report will contain full statistical details 
as to membership, dates of organization, amounts paid for sick bene- 
fits, and for insurance, expenses of management, present financial 
status, etc., and will also present full information as to the different 
modes of conducting such societies or associations, and as to the 
general results of their operations for the five years ending with 1891. 

Missouri. Willard C. Hall, Commissioner. The law under which 
this Department is conducted requires routine annual reports upon 
certain matters, chief among which is the sanitary condition of factories 
and workshops. The current report will cover these subjects as 
usual. Besides this, the Commissioner has carried on an investigation 
relative to mortgage indebtedness upon farm property in Missouri, to 
be presented in connection with returns derived from the Eleventh 
United States Census, and with the census returns covering twelve 
consecutive years ; an investigation relative to the condition of labor 
organizations in Missouri ; and, finally, an inquiry as to the advisa- 
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bility of establishing free public employment offices, such as exist in 
Ohio. 

Indiana. William A. Peelle, Jr., Chief. This Bureau reports 
biennially, and is now completing work, reported as in progress at the 
Convention held last year, relating to wages, hours of labor, co-opera- 
tive labor, child labor, profit-sharing, and cost of living. 

New Jersey. James Bishop, Chief (Report made by Mr. Sim- 
merman, Secretary of the Bureau.) The current report will contain 
the annual returns as to Condition of Building Associations, required 
by the statute of New Jersey. The investigations previously made 
as to the number of years workmen actively continue to follow their 
trades are to be continued. The Bureau has already reported as to 
hatters and potters, and will now present data as to printers and the 
building trades. The results are considered of value in connection 
with the subject of industrial insurance, inasmuch as they bring out 
the average duration of employment by workmen in the different 
industries. 

New York. Charles F. Peck, Commissioner. (Report made by 
Edward J. Kean, Chief Clerk.) The Bureau has completed ten years' 
work, and is preparing a review and summary of investigations made 
during that time. It will also present a digest of labor legislation in 
the State of New York, and will continue its usual statistical abstract 
of strikes, now presented for several consecutive years. 

Michigan. Henry A. Robinson, Commissioner. The work now 
going forward covers the subjects of cost of living, condition of work- 
men in the building trades in Michigan, and farm indebtedness. The 
last-named topic will be presented in a manner to allow comparisons 
as to increase or decrease of mortgage indebtedness, with results 
determined in a report made by this Bureau in 1887. The current 
report will also present statistics of wages in Michigan, particularly 
in Detroit, compiled for a series of years. 

California. George S. Walts, Commissioner. The Commissioner 
gave a detailed account of the difficulties surrounding the collection 
of statistical data in California, his present work being to overcome 
some of these difficulties, and to prepare suitable schedules. 

Colorado. Lester Bodine, Commissioner. The report will cover 
the following subjects, all of which are specified in the statute under 
which the Bureau operates : Mining, silver production, agriculture, 
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manufacturing, wages, hours of employment, railroad labor, child 
labor, education of children, labor organizations, sanitary condition of 
workshops, employers' liability, the Chinese, convict labor, unrestricted 
immigration, the employment of women and girls, employment agents, 
the sweating system, strikes, and the unemployed. The subjects of 
child labor, women wage-workers, and employers' liability will receive 
special attention. 

Iowa. J. R. Sovereign, Commissioner. Owing to circumstances 
explained by the Commissioner, the biennial report of this Bureau, 
now in progress, is not fully outlined. It will, however, contain a 
part devoted to the movement of the population from rural towards 
urban districts in Iowa, with comparisons as to the similar movement 
in other States. The subject of child and female labor will also be 
considered, and the question of markets for Iowa products. 

Kansas. Frank H. Betton, Commissioner. The report will cover 
the subject of hours of labor of railroad employes in Kansas. The 
data have been carefully collected from original sources by the Com- 
missioner, and will be thoroughly analyzed and presented for the 
entire State. A summary compiled from reports issued by the Bureau 
for six consecutive years, beginning with 1885, will present average 
wages per year ; average amount of time unemployed per year; and 
data as to the trend of prices for necessaries of household consumption 
(groceries, clothing, and also rents) during the same years. 

Maine. S. W. Matthews, Commissioner. The current work is 
devoted to collection of data upon wages and cost of living, particu- 
larly of women and child workers in factory employments ; also as to 
the membership of trade organizations in the State. 

Nebraska. Philip Andres, Commissioner. The report will cover 
the following topics : Mortgage indebtedness ; irrigation ; profits in 
agriculture; shipments of surplus farm products of the State; the 
eight-hour law ; and women and child labor. This Commissioner is 
also factory inspector. 

Minnesota. L. G. Powers, Commissioner. The Commissioner 
is also factory inspector. The current work relates to inspection, 
and to the collection of data on the need of more perfect factory 
legislation. An investigation is also in progress as to the commercial 
and economic benefits derived from trades unions. The investigation 
begun sometime ago as to the effect of the improvements in milling 
upon wheat prices will be continued. 
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During the sessions of the Convention a general discussion took 
place as to methods of work and the best means of advancing the 
interests of statistical investigation. Thursday the annual election of 
officers occurred, resulting as follows, President Wright declining 
re-election : President, Charles F. Peck, New York ; Vice-Presidents, 
Lester Bodine of Colorado, and S. W. Matthews of Maine ; Secretary, 
Frank W. Betton of Kansas ; Executive Committee, Messrs. Wadlin 
of Massachusetts, Hotchkiss of Connecticut, Peelle of Indiana, and 
the President ex-officio. The next Annual Convention will be held 
at Albany, New York. H. G. W. 



STATISTICS OF PRISONERS, 1890. 



Statistics of Prisoners, 1890. Collected by the Wardens' Associa- 
tion of the United States and Canada ; with an introduction by Roland 
P. Falkner, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Statistics, University of 
Penn. Published by the Association, 1892. 800. Pp. 56. 

The Wardens' Association of the United States and Canada, as 
explained by its secretary in the preface to this pamphlet, undertook 
the collection of these statistics at the suggestion of Dr. Falkner. 
The tabulation was carried on under the supervision of the secretary, 
according to plans matured in conference with Dr. Falkner, and the 
latter has written the entire text of the report. The scope of the 
inquiry was limited. Returns were received from thirty-eight institu- 
tions in the United States, giving record of 9859 prisoners admitted 
during the year. This is thought to be considerably more than half 
the entire number of prisoners received at all the prisons of the 
country during 1890. The information obtained is therefore not only 
valuable by virtue of the care with which the facts were gathered, but 
also because of its amount. 

In tabulating the facts gathered an effort was made to exhaust the 
useful permutations through which they could be put. Then, in the 
twenty five pages of text, the writer confines himself rigidly to an 
exposition of what the nineteen tables show. In other words, the 
attempt was made to formulate all the conclusions which could be 
reached by purely statistical methods after an investigation of this 
kind and no others. Many inviting opportunities to base sweeping 



